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ECE Waitakere Network Meeting minutes - July

Date: Thurs 16 June 2011 Time: 9.30am Venue: Ministry of Education Special Education, 10  Montel Avenue, Henderson, Waitakere.
Present: Emma Bettle [Ministry of Done], Christie Bradley [Edukids, Montel Ave], Jill Burgess [NZCA], Tania Christie [Y under fives Childcare Centre, Julie Dent [Core Ed], Chris Diprose [Headstart Childcare, owner/operator], Annie Gordon [Barnardos], Erin Howe [Junior Junction, Massey], Judy Kalopa [Junior Junction, Massey, [Louise Lennane [Auck Council, Strategic Planner Wellbeing & Collaboration], Kylie Power [Ministry of Done], Rika Strauss [HeadStart Childcare, head teacher] Gayleen Taylor [NZCA], Julia Moore [minutes], Roseanne Webb [MOE, Service manager], Joanna Williams [NZCA] 

Apologies: Kim Conway [Auck Council, Strategic Analyst: Social Wellbeing Community Dev], Eline Dyer [VFW], Erin France [Kidicorp - Professional Services Manager Auckland]., Vicki Khoo [Barnardos], Gaylene King-Turner [HIPPY] 
Inwards and outwards correspondence:

· The Big Push. – NZEI organised event to support for quality ECE. When: Saturday 9 July, 11am, Where: Meet at Queen Elizabeth Square at 10.30am. March up Queen St, finishing with a rally, sausage sizzle and kids entertainment at Aotea Square at 11.30am.

· Elaine Dyer, Violence Free Waitakere :  SKIP material. PD session, 5:30-8:30pm tonight, Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association, Waitakere
· ECE taskforce recommendations
· Cognition’s report: Participation in early childhood education (ECE) and ECE provision gaps in West Harbour and Royal Heights, Waitakere: A Scoping Report, Prepared for: Ngawai Beazley Senior Advisor ECE Participation Ministry of Education 
Matters arising from correspondence:
· ECE taskforce submission from ECE Waitakere network, another meeting to be held 
· Roseanne Webb missing from network list –please add
General business
1. Ministry of Done: Emma & Kylie described the clinical trial in which Pharmac has put money into an educational intervention involving children with asthma, but in a first of it’s kind, Pharmac is leading this project in education healthcare. Currently 20% of under 5’s have diagnosed asthma in NZ. To be involved in the intervention, you need to be a centre in Waitemata area on the MOE roll from 1 July 2010 with 2-5 year olds on the roll, and with at least one child with asthma. This is a trial like no other, funded also by MSD, all findings at the end will be published to see what triggers asthma. The project does not directly use drugs, is to see if collaboration between parents, centres and medical personal manages asthma symptoms better for children – with consistent messages and routines established in both settings. Lots of free education provided with professional development, clinical training and resources such as learning story templates, lessons with activities. The study has been endorsed by: the Health Research Council; AKA & MOE on ethics process; Mike Bedford on ECE design & making spaces healthy etc. Asthma has be known to: create a delay of up to 6 months in reading development, within the first year of school; slow social skills and stress to family dealings with illness. The Ministry of Done will be contacting ECE centres in Waitemata during August to recruit for the study .
2. Farewell & acknowledging Gayleen Taylor: Gayleen has been with the ECE Waitakere network since it’s inception over 7 years ago. Gayleen with the NZCA has helped run the interactive area at TDO throughout that time, making it a huge resource for the sector to reach the community, and being at the heart of it’s organisation. Gayleen says “it is important for us to show the importance of tamariki and whanau, and to share the message of the early years, and to not get lost in the supercity.” From the ECE network, we value Gayleen’s passion, consistency and knowledge and will miss her large contribution to the ECE Waitakere network. We wish her well in the next  part of her ECE journey in the winterless north.
3. Home Play project: Homeplay, the latest ECE network initiative began this month. Annie Gordon will be co-ordinating the project, which will be based in street communities initially in West Harbour. Working with Jenny Tanner from Sustainable neighbourhoods, and using a steering committee/advisory group to advance the programme with monthly meetings. Home Play hope to develop a working relationship initially with West Harbour school to support good transition to school, promote good parenting skills and hopes to identify barriers for participation in ECE. 
4. NZCA conference: The 48th Annual NZCA Early Childhood Conference & AGM will take place 22th-24th July at the purpose-built Energy Events Centre in Rotorua.

5. SKIP PD workshop: Elaine Dyer [Violence Free Waitakere] PD positive discipline 5:30-8:30pm. Thursday 7 July [tonight], at Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association, Waitakere base. RSVP: Sarika—Violence Free Waitakere  vfw@xtra.co.nz Ph: 837 4849. 
6. Future ECE Waitakere network tasks: 
i. More night forums. Could be PD with koha [gold coin] to cover food. Suggested Helen Wrightson [UNITEC/NZCA] to discuss visit to  Reggio.

ii. Call a meeting to discuss ECE Taskforce submission content such as: focus on quality; losing 20 hours; trained teachers & what that means for parent-led/volunteer organisations

iii. Add latest minutes & newsletters to website 

7. Taskforce recmmendations submission:: 8th August deadline – to send email out to network to get working group to work on submissions.

8. Cognition report:
Some useful information in report o barriers to participation in Massey. Please read implications for projects & funding etc for discussion next meeting.

Next ECE network meeting: Thursday 4 August, 9.30am, MOE Special Education Unit, 10 Montel Ave, Henderson. At this meeting we will be discussing best day, time for future meetings. If you cannot make the meeting please send comments to contribute to this discussion to:

enquiries@ece-express.co.nz.
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