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ECE Waitakere Network Meeting minutes - June

Date: Thurs 16 June 2011 Time: 9.30am Venue: Henderson offices of Te Tari Puna Ora O Aotearoa, NZ Childcare Association,  8  Montel Avenue, Henderson, Waitakere.
Present: Judith Coetzee [Unitec placement with VFW], Elaine Dyer [VFW], Annie Gordon [Barnardos], Gaylene King-Turner [HIPPY], Louise Lennane [Auck Council, Strategic Planner Wellbeing and Collaboration], Anju Malani [MSD], Julia Moore [minutes], Naidu Vijay [MSD] 

Apologies: Jill Burgess [NZCA], Julie Dent [Core], Therese Ireland-Smith [Cognition], Vicki Khoo [Barnardos], Moira Lagaluga [Barnardos], Lingi Puleasea [Westfono], Gayleen Taylor [NZCA], Susan Warren [COMET],

Approval of previous meeting minutes/ matters arising from the previous meeting minutes:

· Corrected error in April minutes before placing on website. Therese Ireland-Smith [Cognition] sent this correction to our notes from her presentation: 
“Tatou West Harbour was the project that was launched after the deaths of two young children by Dept Internal Affairs and Community Dev funds. Cognition was contracted by the MoE to look at ECE participation in the area.”
Inwards and outwards correspondence:

· Four people asking for notes from Children’s commission presentation. Email reply to redirect them to notes on the website.

· ‘Ministry of Done’ would like to come and  present to us about an upcoming asthma pilot.- Kylie Power
· Contacted Jason Crockett, Team Leader, Children's Services, Community Services, City of Melbourne to discuss Melbourne Council’s ECE strategy and Children’s Plan
· Kim Conway sent link to article in NZ Herald on “Help parents choose, urge preschool reviewers”
· SECE Waitakere network submission document to Auckland Plan
· Loving Care Kindergarten - Janet Walden, The Grange Early Learning Centre in Sunnyvale  - Angela Bush & Feather Early Learning centre - Fang Yang, all would like updated info on website centre database 
Matters arising from correspondence: 

· Centre contact details on website will be updated this month 

· Add ECE Waitakere Network submission document to Auckland Plan onto website.

· Invite ‘Ministry of Done’ to present to us next meeting on asthma pilot.
General business
1. HomePlay project: Lou reported on council funding under Wellbeing collaboration group approving the Homeplay project. The funding will be administered by Violence Free Waitakere. HomePlay will be hosted in private homes one day a week for 12 months in West Harbour/Royal Heights area, starting in July. The HomePlay project aims to connect families who are unlikely to get involved in formal ECE and hopefully provide a stepping stone for them to become more engaged in further learning opportunities for their children.
2. Regional SKIP meeting: Those who attended reported the need for a voice for Pacifica for training opportunities. Task: Join-up with COMET to make a submission on this. Ask Jill Burgess from NZCA to participate?
3. Teacher’s Council feedback: Trainee teacher criteria has a set standard for non English speakers to reach level 7. This is a barrier to pacific people who work within their own language nests. Task: Join-up with COMET for advocacy on this issue.
4. Brainwave Presentation by Norma Hayward: 7-9pm, June 29th, Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association, Waitakere Teaching Base, 8 Montel Avenue, Henderson. Open invitation to all ECE’s. Flyer attached as appendices

5. SKIP PD workshop: Elaine Dyer [Violence Free Waitakere] would like us to promote this on positive discipline 5:30-8:30pm. Thursday 7 July, at Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association, Waitakere base. RSVP: Sarika—Violence Free Waitakere  vfw@xtra.co.nz Ph: 837 4849. Flyer attached as appendices. This is to be followed by a further SKIP parenting forum with specific Pacifica content on 11 August 9.30-2.30pm.

6. Funding TDO: There are no guarantees that MOE will contribute funding to the event again.  Do we need to change the event to align with MOE priorities now?  
Task: Elaine & Annie to write a letter to MOE,  about funding, to begin dialogue on how we can meet their community needs.

7. Male carer survey, VFW wanting to encourage more centres to fill-in survey. Unitec students available to make calls tocentres encourage response. Only 30 responses out of 100  Would like all centres in West Auckland to participate. 

8. Planning Day notes: open for comments on draft plans & flowcharts. 

· No budget available for ECE co-odinator. Lou will co-ordinate meetings with advice from ECE network & hopes to connect in with other wellbeing collaboration projects. 

· Discussed the significant work that COMET puts in, which has enabled them to have key person working on forming key relationships. We would like to find out how we can access some of their resources & information. COMET has been running a numeracy & literacy project  with adults. Task: Find out if this numeracy & literacy project can transfer to Waitakere? i.e. like The MPHS adult literacy course currently runing and implications for the homplay project.

· Like to continue PD forums via ECE Waitakere community, using ECE Waiatakere network for PR.

· Keep website operating and minutes online, via Julia

· Keep meetings for ECE Waitakere generally on second Thursday of each month at 9.30am, except next month’s meeting on Thursday 7 July. 
Next meeting: Thursday 7 July, 9.30am, Henderson offices of the MOE Special education unit at 10  Montel Ave,  (parking difficult in this street, you may need to park around shopping centre  near KMart & walk 10 mins).
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